A CAVALIER.                             171

frightened that they never looked behind them, till
they came to Pershore ; and, as we were afterwards
informed, the life-guards of the general who had
quartered in the town, left it in disorder enough,
expecting us at the heels of their men.

If our business had been to keep the parliament
army from coming to Worcester, we had a very
good opportunity to have secured the bridge at
Pershore; but our design lay another way, as I
have said, and the king was for drawing Essex on
to the Severn, in hopes to get behind him, which
fell out accordingly.

Essex, spurred by this affront in the infancy of
their affairs, advances the next day, and came to
Pershore time enough to be at the funeral of some
of his men; and from thence he advances to Wor-
cester.

We marched back to Worcester extremely pleased
with the good success of our first attack; and our
men were so flushed with this little victory, that it
put vigour into the whole army. The enemy lost
about three thousand men, and we carried away
near one hundred and fifty prisoners, with five
hundred horses, some standards and arms, and
among the prisoners their colonel, but he died a
little after of his wounds.

Upon the approach of the enemy, Worcester was
quitted, and the forces marched back to join the
king's army, which lay then at Bridgenorth, Lud*
low, and thereabout. As the king expected, it fell
out; Essex found so much work at Worcester to
settle parliament quarters, and secure Bristol, Glou-
cester, and Hereford, that it gave the king a full
day's march of him; so the king having the start of
him, moves towards London ; and Essex, nettled to
be both beaten in fight, and outdone in conduct, de-
camps, and follows the king.